
 

 
 
 

About the Oil Sands Pathways to Net Zero Alliance 
 The Pathways Alliance is the unprecedented collaboration among Canada’s oil sands producers 

to address climate change. It’s one of the greatest challenges of our time and there is no single 
path to net zero for the oil sands. That is why we are exploring a variety of new approaches and 
innovative solutions to achieve a goal of net zero emissions from production by 2050. 

 To help Canada meet its climate goals, we have a three-phased plan, with short-term steps, to 
ensure immediate progress to reduce carbon emissions so we can achieve our goal of net zero 
emissions by 2050.  

 Many independent and credible forecasts expect oil will continue to be needed through 2050 
and beyond as part of a diverse and stable energy mix to meet the demands of a growing global 
population. Canada has a unique opportunity to become the world’s preferred supplier of oil. 
This will ensure the oil sands industry can continue to create Canadian jobs and contribute to 
our economy while supplying domestic and international markets. 

 By the end of the decade, the alliance has the potential to generate approximately 35,000 jobs 
in construction and clean tech, protect 25,000 to 35,000 existing jobs, and add another 1,000 
permanent jobs to support our low-emissions facilities compared to a do-nothing scenario. 

 Our Pathways Alliance foundational project includes the design and construction of a world-
leading carbon capture network in Alberta. The project will leverage Canada’s existing expertise 
in carbon capture technology. We’re also taking lessons from the United Kingdom, the United 
States, Norway and the Netherlands, which are also developing large carbon capture projects 
through a collaborative model with government.  

 The vision also includes a variety of technologies and improvements such as process efficiencies, 
fuel switching, solvents, direct air capture and hydrogen. 

 The goal is to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions by 68 megatonnes annually over the next 30 
years – that is the equivalent of removing almost 15 million cars from the road (equivalent to 
half the cars in Canada). 

 Our industry cannot meet this challenge alone; we are working closely with all levels of 
government to ensure this initiative succeeds.  

 Governments and industry need to work together on an effective fiscal and policy framework as 
we meet the world’s demands for lower GHG emissions and the oil it needs as part of the 
energy mix.  

o Fiscal Framework: Investing in carbon-reducing technologies together. For example, the 
amount of capital investment required to build carbon capture and storage 
infrastructure is significant. Countries successfully deploying this technology are using a 
collaborative model, including government investment.  

o Policy: Continuing to support effective, efficient, and timely policies and regulatory 
processes to meet our timeframe that includes significant reductions by 2030. 
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